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Workgroup participants

Core topics addressed:

• Semantics (indicator content) 

• Syntax (methodological guidelines)

• Tactical guidance

with the participation of:

1. 319 individuals registered as part of the FoMo working group

2. c.a. 56 participants in a Technical Advisory Panel
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Sample of Technical Advisory Panel
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Core Topics Addressed

Semantics
• Forest
• Forest Change 
• Plot

Syntax 
• Georeferencing methods
• Role of Remote Sensing
• Differences in remote 

sensing sources
• 2020 Forest Baseline details
• Ground truthing
• Convergence of evidence
• Accordance w/ Local laws
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Example of tactical guidance: Geolocation

The rationale for the selected method, along with any associated risks, should be described in due diligence statements. Optimally more 
than one method should be used, or even the same method implemented by different parties as a means of verification. Such double 
work requires additional resources, and so may be deployed ad hoc depending on the risk involved. For example, when a polygon borders a 
deforested area additional methods or verification should be employed to be certain of where the border is. 

In some cases, multiple parties may already have begun collecting polygons, which can be shared through pre-competitive 
collaborations. In the long term, producing country governments might find it more efficient to lead or support the registry of plots. 
However, setting up this kind of public system may take some time, and is likely to introduce other complexities related to property rights, 
taxation, and coordination among different government agencies.
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Example of tactical guidance: (Spatial) Resolution
The optimal spatial resolution may differ based on what the images are 
being used for:

• High resolution (e.g. 0.5m) 
presumed necessary for machine 
learning to detect field boundaries. 

• Lower resolution (e.g. 10m) may be 
sufficient to detect deforestation

• Higher spatial resolution can be 
used to reveal deforestation false 
positives
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Example of tactical guidance: Ground Truthing

Deforestation detected 
via remote sensing? 

(using free data sources, 
e.g Sentinel)

Farmer indicates they 
have deforested?

Exclude volumes, 
remove crop, replant 

native trees

Desk Audit (e.g. 
very hi-res data 

Maxar, is there record 
of consistent farm 

boundary and 
volumes sold prior 

Dec. 30, 2020?)

Field Audit site

Consider ground- 
truthing using risk-

based sampling

Negligible Risk

NO Evidence of deforestation

Evidence of deforestation



Thank you
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